Background on Donald Fletcher

Donald Fletcher was born in 1849 in Canada and moved to Chicago
with his family when he was 17. He moved to Denver in 1879 and worked
for the Rio Grande Railroad until 1881 when he realized the expanding city
of Denver was a way that he could make money in real estate. His first
project was the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Denver and his success led to
him being elected to the Denver Chamber of Commerce in 1888. In 1890
he helped found Fairmount Cemetery. His investments brought him
considerable wealth and he soon became one of the most influential
businessmen in Denver.

Donald Fletcher, Thomas Hayden, Samuel Perry and Frank Perry
acquired four square miles on either side of Colfax Avenue. The four
businessmen incorporated their new land into the town of Fletcher on April
30, 1891, with 36 residents. The town of Fletcher would eventually change
its name and become the town of Aurora in 1907.

One of the biggest problems with incorporating a new town east of
Denver was ensuring a reliable water supply. Donald Fletcher attempted to
solve this problem by creating the East Denver Water Company to provide
water for the new town of Fletcher. The town board purchased the East
Denver Water Company system for $150,000. Unfortunately, the East
Denver Water Company did not reliably deliver the promised water supply
to the new town.

Donald Fletcher disappeared from the Denver area after losing his
fortune in the silver crash of 1893. The entrepreneur attempted to start new
real estate ventures in both Cripple Creek and New York but his efforts
were unsuccessful. After declaring bankruptcy, he moved to California with
his family and passed away in the late 1920s.
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Census Sheet form New York 1900, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum Archives




*Data from Census form:

e Donald, Julia and Annie Fletcher lived at 239 55th Street, New York,
New York.

e They were lodgers (rented their rooms)

Donald was white, male, born September 1850, 50 years old and married
e He was born in Canada, his mother and father were from Scotland
e He immigrated to the US in 1890, had been living in the US for 10
years and was a citizen
e He listed his occupation as mining broker
e He can read, write and speak English

Julia was white, female and born December 1850, 50 years old with 3
children, all are living

e She was born in Canada, her mother was from Canada and her
father was from Scotland

¢ She immigrated to the US in 1890 and has been in the US all 10
years

e She listed no occupation

e She can read, write and speak English

Annie was white, female, born June 1877, 23 years old and single
e She was born in lllinois
e She listed her occupation as artist
e She can read, write and speak English
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“Dear Senator Tabor, I have a customer who wishes to make an offer on your
Larimer and 16th trading in my house to you. Can you call today or shall I find you
at home this evening? Mr. D. Fletcher”

Letter from Fletcher to Horace Tabor about properties 8/4/1894, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum
archives
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“Honorable Horace Tabor,

30,000 against

My party asks to offer my house with
it for your Larimer st block with 100 m against it. As I have not been able to

find you in the office I mail it to you. Perhaps he might do still better. Respectfully yours, D.

Fletcher

The house is perfect and with the barn cost me $111.000. The ground 10 lots cost 45. 1

would like to sh

ow you and your wife through the house”

Letter from Fletcher to Horace Tabor about properties 8/14/1894, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum

archives
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ONCE UPON A TIME..... DONALD FLETCHER BUILT A TOWN” V23

gs

NOTE: Many communities bonor thewr founding tathess
with monuments, statues, civic centers, and such. The
founder of Aurora, Donald Fletcher, has not been so
honored. His name has been mud What is the true story?
With time can perspective shed a kinder light on this man?

1891 BEGINNINGS

11 was 1891 whan a little community was begun on the
eastern spproach to Denver. Real estate developer and
speculator, Donald Fletcher chose an area along County
Road No. 54 (later named Colfax Avenue) to build a town.
Boundary ines extended from Yosemite Street on the west
10 Peoria Street on the east, from Sixth Avenue 1o Twanty-
Sixah Avenue. Board sidewalks were construcled and two-
slory homes budl along what is now Galena Straet. The
homswolowmiedouoldlommyoa the workmen. A
lown council was formed and the Ittle town was named
Fletcher, incorporated in May of 1891, The town inchuded 21
buildings and 36 peaple.

Al the second meeting of the town council, a proposal
was approved 10 purchase the Cosl Creek Water Company,
Many of the first town officials were members of the East
Denver Water Company, which had developed the Coal
Creek system The Coal Creek Water system cost $150,000,
mwmw.mmwmwymmw
Unbelicvable’

The assessed valuation of Fletcher was $300,000, thys
Ihere was a bonded indebledness of S0%! Today state law
allows only a 15% bonded indebtedness, perhaps from
unfortunate past experiences.

HIGH HOPES

The Fictchar community had high hopes for boom and
progress. However, the silver panic of 1893 dashed forever
the dreams of many speculators, who had gambied on
growth to continue at s previous rapid pace, Fletcher did
not grow. No water came from the Coal Cresk system. No
one was rushing to Fletcher 10 buy or svest. The water debt
and taxes were a liability. Finatly, in 1802 Fietcher had 1o
buy its waiter from the Denver Union Water Company,
Donald Flelcher had long since 5o0ld his bonds and moved
to Seattlo. He was definitely not well thought of by Fietcher
residents. They were left holding nothing but promises.

STRUGGLE FOR SURVIVAL

Fietcher struggled on, surviving when other
Gevelopments such as Bamum, University Park, Berkeley
and Valverde could not continue. Flatcher's first annexation
occured i 1885, the Schoonmaker Addition, belween 41h
and 8h Avenue from Salida (Yosemite) 1o Warren (Dayton)
A school had been buill in 1852 a1 161h Avenue and Fulion,

Inspile of water and money problems, the town coungl!
continued 1o show concern for city progress. In 1904 &
Sysiem had bean worked out 101 the numoering ol houses
and placing of signs on street corners, preparing lor the
early use of rural free postal delivery.

In 1905 a Board ol Health had been established.
Council acted on May 14, 1906 10 retain an architect to draw
plans for & new town hall. A sidewa ordinance had been
passed in 1996 for sidewslks on the north side of Colfax, in
Aurora. Flelcher Tne name Aurors appears soveral Limes in
the early Flgtcher orginances
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ANNEXATION TO DENVER YOTED

In 1897 a public election was heid 1o detormine whethi
or not the Tawn of Fletcher should be dissotved and the
teertory anviexed (o Denver. Ballots were counted 22 toe
dissolution and one against No further mantion of thin
election was made in the town minutes ! remmns o
mystery. Perhaps Fletcher was $00 far from the Denwes ciy
limits (Cotorado Bouldvard). Neighboring Mustekur dif 1«
annax 10 Denver until 1802, 50 the open land 4 it
have bean a hindrance

A NEW

January 14, 1907, following the recaipt af 3 petitr
signed by 93 citizens, the town councit passed i resnlution
changing the name of Fleteher to Aurors. There his baeo
much speculation about the choice ol 1he new name
Aurora means “the rising light of dawn™. Was mere 3 nsng
foeling of communsty spirit, which rejected a difticult birtn”

In 1806 a newspaper known as the Aurora News. ard
having general circulation in Fletcher, had been adopted as
1ha official newspaper of the town, Also, 8 Mr J | Cleaves,
in a letter written to the State Historical Society. stated ihat
Aurora was the name of the most IMportant subdivamn of
the town

NEW NAME__SAME PROBLEMS

Changing its name did not change the character of the
community. Both Fletcher and Aurora were in the
beginning, farming communities best known lor catie
rasing, dairies, hay and whest farms and chicken rane b
A name change il nol insure a Progperous futurn o sube:
water bond problems. There was, however, & feehing of
unity, community identity which continued 10 grow

Aurora History Museum ¢ 15051 E. Alameda Pkwy, Aurora, 80012 ¢ 303-739-6660



DONALD FLETCHER:
PHANTOM VILLAIN OR HERO??7??

Donald  Fletcher was born in Coburg, Canada,
Soptember 29, 1849, where he spent his boyhood, At the
nye ol seventeen his family moved to Chicago, where he
Attended private schools and later entered the University of
New York, graduating with honors. Inglis Fletcher, his
daugnter-indaw, wrote in 1959, thal he was a Presbyterian
manisier. atlending Knox College and Unlon Sesninary in
New York She calls han a brilliant student, speaking seven
lanGuages we'l

PENNILESS_.POOR HEALTH

I 1K72 at 1he age of 30, Fletcher came to Colorado,
Chwelly 10 reslore his seriously impalred health. Locating in
Danver, and Yeing almost penniless, he accepted the first
suslion he could find, a clerkship in one of the offices of
the Denver and Rio Grande Rallroad, where he remained
until 18681 Realizing the opportunities offered by the growth
ol the oty he opened a real estate office and made the
il mowo loward indeépendence and ultimate fortune with
waly i fowy dollan s Capital,

CAPITOL HILL...GRAZING GROUNDS

His first venture was the purchase of what is known as
Capaol Hill subdivision, an entirely vacant tract wholly
oulside and beyond the Denwer city limits, uninhabited and
undisturhed by any Iransportation lines. This was grazing
ground lor cattle (Was this land similar 10 land later chosen
or Fleicher ™) Hill's History of Colorado says, “Mr. Flatcher
was the first 10 aid i populating those grazing grounds for
cattie, changing them from primeval condition to ong of
chovce residence lots, a place of lovely homes, adorned with
shade trees and emerald lawns, .. he did not advance from
A charkstup 10 aflluence by rapid sirides. !t was only after
Fears ol parseverance, by constantly maintaining his faith In
he Tuture of the city and insistently directing attention to
the cievated lands he was endesvoring to sell that he
succopoed o turmang the tide an that direction and in
rohieving fumsel! lrom financial embarrassmeant *

RAGS TO RICHES., . SUCCESS

From the beginming of 1886 (only 5 years since his real
csiate carcor nad begun) his ransactions multiplied rapidly
and his profils were large. Flelcher was extensively
promunent o commiundly activities.

I January 1888 he was elected a member of the
Denver Chamber of Commerce directorate, being named
peasadant In March of that year he was made president of
the state Bowd of Immigration. He was made presigent of
ihe Collax Avenue Electric Railway, president of the
Fasmaunt Cometery Assocksbion, was a stockholder in six
Aiffererd manutactuning concems in Denver, and in seven
POl Busangssng o Denver. Mull says, "His investments in
sy oator prises were made 1or the sole purpose of aiding
thenn 1o sucoesstul results,”

Hetoner was mate president of a railway project known
au e Caldornia “Short Line" beginning at Leavenworth,
Cansas Jullowing & straight line 1o Denver and then a direct
Oult: actoss the mounians 10 Salt Lake Cay and Ogden,
Trw first susvey from the Missourl River to Denver was
cumpleled and the line located in 1885, the remainder in
1690 Latie further was done
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Having amassed large sums of money trom sales of
Denver property, Flelcher invested heavily in 1889-90 in
Pueblo reaity. He purchased larga tracts adjoining that caty,
laying oul subdivisions and uniting with Pueblo
businessmen to bulld & system of permanent and far-
reaching improvements. Much of the subsequent growth of
Puablo was due to the introduction at the proper time of
these new influences. Fletcher in his promotion of Puebio
was influentiat in bringing 10 Puebio and Colorado the steed
milis, later Colorado Fuel and Iran Company.

The mineral palace erected in Pueblo was in large part
due to Mr. Fletcher’s efforts, and in organizing a company
to build it, he was made its president

Aurora History Museum ¢ 15051 E. Alameda Pkwy, Aurora, 80012 ¢ 303-739-6660
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Fletcher, A Man of Sterling Character 7?7?

Dongld Flelchar was one of the few men of his day who
madle @ fortune without having any connection with mining,
1 5anigh his work o buldeng Denver and Colorado was vital
10 s presant developenent, hes name is practically unknown
1n the propie of todsy Few people know of his direct
connection with the founding of Aurora,

I Donald Faetchor were here loday, arguments in his
el would inclpge: 1. He was well thought of by the
citizons he worked with and held many positions of
responsibility; 2. In devaloping a water company, he was
dong what many other promotors of the day were
aeenptng; 3. He could not have foreseen that a drought
would dry up the source of his waler company, 4. The Panic
ol 93 had reversed his lortunes and he may not have been
able to continue with s Flelcher development

A MAN OF POSITION

Dunald Flelcher is mentioned briefly in Falrmount and
Historic Colorado, written in 1976 by David Malaas. At the
Marsch 7, 1880 meeting, the stockholders of Fairmount
Cemelery Association edected Fleicher s first president.
Halaas says, “There was no doubt that Fairmoum's
tounders and direciors werg men of capacity and integeity--
ali of whom were inferested and actively involved in varying
atlivies  gffecting the growth and development of
Coleracn

Does it seom regsonable that Donald Fletcher would
have been viecled to this and many other important
p0sions o his character or motives had been suspect? A
newsHeper ACCoUNT 31ates: “The cemetery was incorporated
a1 & bme (1690) when the growth of Denver and the
axtansean ul s boundaries demanded the establishment of
n hew ceméléry @ @ location far outside the city's
bouaslanes The sl composition was excellent, consisting
of hrvawy Gy, covered with nch loam.”

Anoiher rewspaped BCCOUN! praises Fletcher in this
mannee “Me Fietcher has succeeded n building up a
nusiness o exlensive propoartions by his careful and
consclentious dealings, and has won the resgect of his
wssocules of Denver by his devotion 10 duly and the best
eSS of the city.”

The article Qoes On 1o say, “Mr, Flatcher @ a man that
u young aon may copy, with profit to themselves; his
party. close attention to business and lixed determination
10 do hghi fae 1o sake of nght and not for policy’s sake are
goalitbes he possesses in 3 large degree, these form the
nasts o0 which he has bean able 10 amass a considerable
tortune and 1o establish himsel! among the leading citizens
ol Dorwor.”

“An loreman of 8 recent grand jury, he gave himsalf to
P i with & sparit that sttracted the attention of all good
Lilizens. the resilts of wnich have already borne fruit in the
airection of a belter congition of morals in the community,”

‘He was president of the Chamber of Commeérco in
IBAA. in which capacity he advocated many public
measures for Ihe material interests of the state, and worked
for them with a zeal charactenstic of the public spired
oAizen ne has proved himself 1o be

ELEGANCE TO THE EAST

Flatcher appears 1o have been known as a man who
carried a project 10 successful completion. In 1890 he was
activaly promoting the growth of Denver to the east. He had
developed Fletcher's Subdivision on Capitol Hill (roughly
located from Seventh and Eighth Avenues between Marion
and Clarkson). As president of Fairmount Cemetery
Association and president of the Colfax Avenue Electric
Company, ha was actively Invalved In developing land %o
the east of Colorado Boulevard.

Anather optimist, the Baron Walter von Richthoten, hao
purchased 320 acres east of Denver and had hopes of
dewveloping his estate, Moniclair, into a health spa
espacially for tuberculosis pabients. He planned a 200 room
sanatorium. Mis dreams knew no bounds. Surely Donald
Flatcher heard of these grandiose plans.

The Baron constructed a castle at 7020 East Twedlith
Avenue. It was open land then. Rumaor has spread the story
that when the Baron nesded water for his development.
Donald Fledcher quickly organized the East Denver Water
Company. Before his water system could be sold 10 the
Baron, Fletcher found that the Baron had purchased
from the Deaver Union Water Company

ROSE-COLORED OPTIMISM

It must be mentioned that In 1891 there wera other
persons developing water companies. David  Moffal,
pioneer raliroader, had become involved with a water
company that developed Marston Lake. There were many
competitors to supply water to the rapicly growing
population of the metropolitan Denver area. Donald
Flotcher could have been attempting what was a going
business at the time.

Speculators had 10 be optimists with rose-colored
glasses. Who alse would take a chance that the prairie with
wind-blown hills would peavide walter lor Montciair? It is &
possibility, remote but possibie, that a surveyor's report first
made in 1865, influenced Fletchers optimism. The
surveyor, William Ashigy, noted a “large sandy creek, Coal
Creek, along the course of which good fresh water can be
had in abundance by digging from two o ten fest deep.”
Maps today show this stream 15 called “Sand Creek”. The
Coal Creek Fletcher developed was much furtheér sooth
Coal Creek [0ins witn Murphy Creek to form Sand Creek at
the curve where Sixth Avenue turns south, east of Buckley
Feeld. 1s it not possible that Fletcher read that surveyor's
report and thought he was purchasing ample water?

£
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“Once upon a time...Donald Fletcher built a town” July 1976, pages 2, 3, 5, city of Aurora, Aurora
History Museum archive
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