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Background on Donald Fletcher 
 

 Donald Fletcher was born in 1849 in Canada and moved to Chicago 

with his family when he was 17. He moved to Denver in 1879 and worked 

for the Rio Grande Railroad until 1881 when he realized the expanding city 

of Denver was a way that he could make money in real estate. His first 

project was the Capitol Hill neighborhood of Denver and his success led to 

him being elected to the Denver Chamber of Commerce in 1888. In 1890 

he helped found Fairmount Cemetery. His investments brought him 

considerable wealth and he soon became one of the most influential 

businessmen in Denver.  

 

Donald Fletcher, Thomas Hayden, Samuel Perry and Frank Perry 

acquired four square miles on either side of Colfax Avenue. The four 

businessmen incorporated their new land into the town of Fletcher on April 

30, 1891, with 36 residents. The town of Fletcher would eventually change 

its name and become the town of Aurora in 1907. 

 

One of the biggest problems with incorporating a new town east of 

Denver was ensuring a reliable water supply. Donald Fletcher attempted to 

solve this problem by creating the East Denver Water Company to provide 

water for the new town of Fletcher. The town board purchased the East 

Denver Water Company system for $150,000. Unfortunately, the East 

Denver Water Company did not reliably deliver the promised water supply 

to the new town.  

 

Donald Fletcher disappeared from the Denver area after losing his 

fortune in the silver crash of 1893. The entrepreneur attempted to start new 

real estate ventures in both Cripple Creek and New York but his efforts 

were unsuccessful. After declaring bankruptcy, he moved to California with 

his family and passed away in the late 1920s. 
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Census Sheet form New York 1900, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum Archives  
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*Data from Census form: 

 Donald, Julia and Annie Fletcher lived at 239 55th Street, New York, 

New York. 

 They were lodgers (rented their rooms) 

 

Donald was white, male, born September 1850, 50 years old and married 

 He was born in Canada, his mother and father were from Scotland 

 He immigrated to the US in 1890, had been living in the US for 10 

years and was a citizen 

 He listed his occupation as mining broker  

 He can read, write and speak English 

 

Julia was white, female and born December 1850, 50 years old with 3 

children, all are living 

 She was born in Canada, her mother was from Canada and her 

father was from Scotland 

 She immigrated to the US in 1890 and has been in the US all 10 

years 

 She listed no occupation  

 She can read, write and speak English 

 

Annie was white, female, born June 1877, 23 years old and single 

 She was born in Illinois 

 She listed her occupation as artist  

 She can read, write and speak English 
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“Dear Senator Tabor, I have a customer who wishes to make an offer on your 

Larimer and 16th trading in my house to you. Can you call today or shall I find you 

at home this evening? Mr. D. Fletcher” 

 

Letter from Fletcher to Horace Tabor about properties 8/4/1894, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum 

archives 
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“Honorable Horace Tabor, ______ __________ My party asks to offer my house with 

30,000 against it for your Larimer st block with 100 m against it. As I have not been able to 

find you in the office I mail it to you. Perhaps he might do still better. Respectfully yours, D. 

Fletcher 

The house is perfect and with the barn cost me $111.000. The ground 10 lots cost 45. I 

would like to show you and your wife through the house” 

 

Letter from Fletcher to Horace Tabor about properties 8/14/1894, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum 

archives 
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“Once upon a time...Donald Fletcher built a town” July 1976, pages 2, 3, 5, city of Aurora, Aurora 

History Museum archive 
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“Town of Fletcher” map, city of Aurora, Aurora History Museum archives 
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